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MALMESBURY and DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB 

July/August NEWSLETTER 2021 

www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk 

 

Chair and Secretary – Ellie Church 

 

 

JOTTINGS FROM THE CHAIR . . . .  

Alas, we will not be able to have our 
Annual Show because of recent developments with 
Covid D.  Many of us were looking forward to entering 
and viewing interesting and beautiful specimens of 
fruit, vegetables and flowers. We have let Keith 
Matthews and Margaret Bayliss, our judges for many 
years, know of the cancellation, but I would still like to 
thank them for agreeing to judge again.  See you both 
next year please. 

The Committee are, I know, very sad to have to make 
this decision – but for the safety of all had no choice. 

Looking forward to September, George has arranged 
for Jenny Tidman, our local gardening star, to come to 
our meeting.  Jenny has a vast knowledge of all 
aspects of gardening and is an excellent speaker.  

I look forward to seeing you all in September when our 
meetings start again. 

 

Ellie Church – Chairperson  

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL SHOW 
Sadly, because of the continuing government restrictions relating to COVID 

19, we cannot safely hold the Show this year. 

E D Church (Ellie), Chair 

 

 

 

Tasks for July/August  

 

 

• Spray roses against pests/diseases and dead 
head  

• Prune shrubs that have finished flowering: 
spire, broom japonica etc.  

• Continue to tie in tall-growing perennials as 
necessary  

• Prune hard back bearded iris and apply general 
fertilizer a 2 oz per sq yd  

• Prune winter flowering heathers, to promote 
new growth for the coming winter 

• Feed tubs and hanging baskets at ten day 
intervals  

• Protect ripening fruit from birds  

• Raise mower height in dry weather 

• Complete planting of half-hardy annuals 

• Prune back one or two blackcurrant canes to 
promote new growth (pick crop first) 

• Tie in new growth of loganberry and blackberry 

• For yellowing of raspberry leaf, water in 
sequestrene of iron as directed 

• Complete brassica planting, protect against 
pigeons 

• Spray all brassica plants against caterpillars 

• Complete late plantings of leeks, peas, 
beetroot and spinach 

• Sow spring cabbage seed 

 

  

http://www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk/
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MEETINGS – EVENTS – ACTIVITIES 

 

Saturday 31 July 2021 

Charlton Village Hall 

 

Annual Show 
 
 

Monday 13 September 2021 

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

Bulbs for Autumn Planting and Spring Colour 
Jenny Tidman 

Jenny worked at Kew Gardens and is now the plant expert 

at Malmesbury Garden Centre. She has given us many 

talks in the past. 

Monday 11 October 2021 

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

Feed the Soil and the Soil will Feed You 
Margaret Watson 

She will tell us about gardening techniques that farmers 

are taught through their ‘Send a Cow’ training 

programme. She will also tell us about the founding of the 

charity and how and where they work. 

 

8 November 2021 

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

Gardens of Gloucestershire and the 
Cotswolds 

Richard Harvey 

Photographer, lecturer and keen chilli grower, Richard has 

a passion for telling the story of great British Gardens. 

 

 

Libertia grandiflora . . . .    

Last year a friend left an enormous clump of 
Libertia grandiflora on my front lawn.  Luckily 
there was a label as I had never heard of this 
plant.  It is a robust evergreen perennial forming 
a mass of sword-like leaves.  Simple pure white 
clusters of bowl-shaped flowers open up each 
stem.  It should flower in late spring and early 
summer but it is in flower now – end of June.  
(Everything is so late this year).  It looks a bit like 
“an iris on a diet”, with slimmer, more arching 
leaves.  It then goes Japanese and produces 
these gorgeous sprays of white flowers.  It grows 
in full sun or partial shade, moist, reasonably 
fertile soil. 

Height and spread 90cm x 60cm. 

Leave flower spikes to mature and form 
attractive seed heads which will self-seed if 
permitted.  

This plant associates well with fine grasses like 
Stipa tenuissima in a gravel planting or with 
simple daisies like Anthemis ‘Sauce Hollandaise’ 
in the front border. 

 

 

In an article by Andy Sturgeon in The Guardian 
this plant was picked as one of the finest white 
flowers for late spring.  It is certainly a graceful 
plant and worth a try. 

Gail 
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 FROM THE GARDEN by KEITH  
 

 

Comments from the garden . . . . 
So much colour in the garden now, but those shrubs 
that have finished flowering need pruning. Unpruned 
shrubs can become a problem in many ways, killing 
smaller shrubs beneath them, taking over the whole 
of part of the garden, especially if the garden is small. 

Shade loving plants . . . . 
Nearly all of us have some part of the garden that is in 
the shade for some or most of the day. The easiest 
way of dealing with it is to plant many types of bulbs 
and cover the ground with forest bark mulch 
(available in most garden centres). The bulbs will 
happily come through the mulch, but the weeds will 
have more of a problem.  

If you have pots or a border that is in the shade for 
most or some of the day, here are a few ideas of what 
to plant. For a brilliant show of colour try begonias or 
bizzy lizzies, both come in many different colours both 
with single flowers or double depending on variety. 
When the summer plants have finished plant up both 
pots and border with polyanthus, pansies, Bellis and 
bulbs: all will happily grow in the shade giving you a 
colourful display in the spring. If you prefer a more 
permanent planting here are a few ideas. Let’s start 
with something that will hang over a pot or hug the 
ground (hug: well, that reminds me of when I first 
hugged a tree in early spring and heard the gurgling of 
water rising up inside the tree). Ajuga (bugle), of 
which there are a number of varieties, will grow in 

most positions. A. reptans has multicolour leaves, 
variegated orange, bronze and purple, with spikes of 
blue flowers in May/June,  ht 6”; also A. purpurea  with 
its bronze-purple leaves and blue flowers, ht 4”. 

Lysimachia nummularia variety Aurea (creeping 
Jenny) is an excellent hanging and ground cover plant 
with bright yellow buttercup-shaped flowers in 
summer, ht 2”. One plant I have only come across 
once in my travels is Tiarella cordifolia (foam flower).  
Sprays of tiny cream flowers rise up like a foam in 

May-July, ht 8”; this variety has a good spreading 
habit, leaves turn bronze-red in autumn.  

Planted between these plants in both pots and 
borders, giving a little more height, are a number of 
good plants for the shade. Hosta (Funkia or plantain 
lilies) come in an amazing variety of leaves, some 
striped white or yellow, others can be blue, yellow, 
cream or a combination of colours. Flowers can be 
white, lilac, blue, pink and purple, rising up above the 
foliage, ht 12” (30cm), leaves are heart-shaped. Best 
grown in semi-shade, flowering from spring to 
autumn depending on variety. Another for semi-
shade is Brunnera macrophylla (Siberian bugloss). 
Leaves are hairy with sprays of blue flowers in spring; 
the variety Alexanders great has huge variegated 
leaves with light blue flowers during the spring, ht 1 ½ 
ft (40cm). Pachysandra 
terminalis (Japanese 
spurge) will grow in 
both deep and semi-
shade, a mat-forming 
creeping variety with 
spikes of white flowers 
in early summer, ht 1ft 
(30cm). Epimedium is 
also known as barrenwort, bishops hat, fairy wings, 
horny goat weed or, in China, as yin yang huo: the 
majority of varieties are of Chinese origin. Depending 
on variety they can be deciduous or evergreen. Plants 
can grow as a clump with several leaves per stem; 
leaves can be tinted bronze, copper or red with many 
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coloured flowers depending on variety, spring 
flowering. Some varieties will grow in deep shade, and 
also dry shade, but not exposed positions. The Club 
once had a talk on Epimediums – very interesting. One 
more with some interesting varieties and flower 
colours is Bergenia cordifolia (bears ears). Flowers can 
be light pink, white, or deep pink; leaves are large and 
cabbage like, this is an evergreen plant for semi shade, 
ht 1ft (30cm), flowering March to May.  

Keith’s choice plant . . . . 

Helleborus (Christmas rose): so many varieties with 
some amazing colours, single and double flowered 
varieties from white to blue-black, a must for every 
garden, even in a pot, also growing well in semi-shade. 
H. niger has pure white flowers in midiwinter, ht 1ft 
(30cm). 

  

No disease please . . . . 

Hollyhock rust: orange-yellow spots, some raised, on 
the underside of the leaves. If not sprayed at an early 
stage with a fungicide, leaves will readily decay. 
Remove leaves when rust is seen to stop 
contamination spreading, plants will survive but look 
untidy. 

Plants to enjoy in July/August  

Ipomoea (morning glory, annual climber), Kniphofia (red hot 
poker, tritoma, torch lily), roses in variety, Hibiscus (rose 
mallow, rose of Sharon, tropical hibiscus), Centaurea 
(cornflower, knapweed, starthistle), lilies in variety, 
Passiflora (passion flower, passion vine), clematis in variety.  

 
 
 
 

 

FROM THE VEGETABLE PLOT by KEITH 
 

 

 
 

Comments from the veg plot . . . .  

Not a vegetable person? There was a time I did 
not like vegetables either, but now the only 
vegetable I will not eat is horseradish (a root 
vegetable). An invasive perennial, it is best grown 
in a tall pot, good as a sauce, stronger when used 
in the autumn. Use grated in coleslaw, dips, 
pickled beetroot, 
mayonnaise, 
cream cheese 
and avocado 
fillings, or add 
young leaves to 
salads for extra 
taste.  

Cauliflower . . . .  

One thing I must say, this vegetable (of the 
brassica family) needs firm ground to produce a 
decent head (curd). Whenever I grow 
cauliflowers I just clean off the surface of the 
ground (no digging), scatter some growmore 
fertilizer and hoe in. (Brussels sprout ground 
requires the same treatment: if you dig the 
ground the sprouts will blow out like little 
cabbages.) Use a new piece of ground each year 

for all brassicas to prevent a build-up of any 
disease in the soil. The cauliflower variety  
‘Graffiti’ I mentioned in the January/February 
newsletter has a purple curd which intensifies 
with exposure to light. Cauliflowers need plenty 
of water to stop them from producing very small 
curds, (I have had them the size of marbles). 
Graffiti is an f1 variety producing medium to 
large curds in about 80 days, depending on 
weather conditions. The variety ‘All the year 
round’, if sown early in pots and at regular 
intervals through the season, will give you curds 
from spring to autumn of a medium size. ‘Snow 
crown’ – if you prefer a large curd, look no 
further. The leaves are very large, which helps 
protect the curds which can be up to 2kg in 
weight. If you prefer a smaller curd then ‘Nemo 
f1’ would be perfect. Nemo produces mini heads 
with tight formation; this variety can be planted 
closer together. If you like to show vegetables, 
especially cauliflowers, then the variety ‘Raleigh 
f1’ will give you a pure white curd with no 
pinking, which some varieties have; pinking does 
not cause a problem, only for showing. A good 
winter variety sown in May for 
December/January use is ‘Triomphant f1 
A.G.M.’; this variety has good large leaves so 
protecting the curd from severe winter weather, 
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and large pure white curds with good flavour. A 
variety that has been about for a number of 
years, one I have grown many times, is 
Romanesco variety Veronica f1. (F1 seed 
varieties refers to the breeding and cross 
pollinating, so producing a more reliable strain.) 

This variety 
produces green 
turreted spears 
rising up from the 
centre of the 
plant; its mild 
sweet flavour has 
given this variety 
good reviews and 
made it very 
popular.  

All brassicas are prone to attacks from cabbage 
white butterflies that lay eggs which produce 
caterpillars. They are also attacked by white fly 
(aphids). In the early stages of brassica growth, if 
sprayed with Provado, a systemic insecticide, the 
spray will be taken in by the leaves so preventing 
damage by both predators. Use this product no 
more than 3 times in a season and apply the last 
spray at least 3 to 4 weeks before being used in 
the kitchen. Alternatively, for those not liking 
sprays, a crop protection net can be used. 
Enviromesh protection netting, butterfly and 
bird protection netting, micromesh pest and 
wind barrier and tendamesh crop protection are 
just a few alternatives.  

Here are a few more cauliflower varieties you 
might like to try.  Snowball: good size heads,  
summer/autumn use;  Orkney F1: sown 
January/February, large solid white curds for 
May/July use;  Igloo: small white heads, good 
flavour, sow April, crop July onwards. 

Should you have a club root problem (garden 
club not responsible), there is no chemical 
available for this so try these alternative 
varieties.  Zaragoza f1:  late summer variety, large 
pure white curds, sow seed February-May;  
Clapton f1 A.G.M.: late summer variety, good 
medium curds, sow seed February-May;  Clarify:  
sow early spring, harvest July-September, 
medium size curds;  Clarina:  sow  February-
March,  harvest  September-November,  medium 
size curds.  

Seasonal activities . . . . 

Nearly all plantings should be finished by now. 
Saying that, make late sowings of rounded seed 
peas, beetroot, salad, spring onion and, if you are 
like me, late plantings of cabbage and green 
sprouting plants started in pots early June. These 
last two were cropping for me before Christmas. 
Late August start to lift onions and shallots for 
storing. Now is also a good time to sow winter 
radish and thin to 3” apart. A good variety is 
Winter Round Black 
Spanish, a very old 
Spanish variety with 
deep near-black skin, 
snowy white flesh 
and a fairly hot 
flavour. It will stand 
all winter.  

Watch out for blackfly (aphids) on climbing beans 
and caterpillars in your brassica bed; spray as 
directed for cauliflower or use another 
insecticide such as Bug Clear. Late-sown 
seedlings need thinning out. Look for peppered 
holes on seedlings in dry weather: this will be flea 
beetle. Spray with Bug Clear as directed or similar 
insecticide. If you are sowing late peas, sow by 
mid-July to avoid mildew. Spray both potato and 
outdoor tomatoes with a fungicide to prevent 
blight. Also spray peas if you do get mildew. 

Keith’s choice vegetable . . . . 

Leek  var. Jolant:  an early variety with good 
shanks (stems) and a mild flavour, use as mini 
leeks or leave to mature from August onwards. 

No fruit nightmares . . . .  

Apple blossom weevil: flower buds fail to open 
and turn brown. A white grub is the cause. A 
weevil has laid eggs during the early part of 
spring, only a few buds will be affected so little 
impact will be had on the yield of fruits.  

Some vegetables & fruit to enjoy in 
July/August 

Runner beans, dwarf French beans, celery, peas, cucumber, 
spinach, radish, salad in variety, tomatoes, carrots, marrow, 
potatoes, artichokes (globe), shallots, onions, squash, beetroot, 
young leeks, cabbage, cauliflower, green sprouting broccoli. 

Black, white and red currants, raspberries, gooseberries, 
strawberries, loganberries, tayberries, plums, blueberries.   
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Hanging baskets . . . . 

I have tried every 
type of hanging 
basket and lining 
– I tried moss, 
black plastic and 
coconut fibre 
matting (which 
never fitted 
properly) and 

sheets of matting which I have cut to the 
required size myself – the only ones I haven’t 
tried are those cones made of willow twigs. I 
have wrapped plants roots in paper cones to 
feed them through the basket lining, and I have 
muttered words my mother didn’t know were 
in my vocabulary. 

Now, for those of you who may have had the 
same problem, may I introduce the BOGOF 
‘Easy fill’ basket (there are other similar ones 
available). 

My baskets are made of black plastic, I chose 
the 15 inch diameter which holds a good load 
of compost, it has 12 removable 3” x 2” 
‘windows’ and four chains.   

The ‘windows’ pop out and allow plants with a 
large root ball to be planted in through the side 
and the ‘window’ has a semi-circular shape 
which fits neatly around the stem of the plant. 
The four lower windows are planted up first 
and then the top eight. I finish each basket with 
four plants around the top rim – now if you 
have been paying attention, that is a grand 
total of 16 plants in each basket which seems 
quite a lot, but if your basket is planted with 
identical geraniums or begonias, I promise you 
they will look a treat. 

Now for the important bit. You are going to 
need a very secure bracket to hang your basket 
from, remembering it could easily double in 
weight when it’s watered. I would never 
choose a wall bracket with an arm longer than 
15” because of the increased leverage and I 
would make sure it is held by really good  
screws.  Finally, each of my baskets has a heavy 
duty swivel. 
When the plants 
are in full bloom 
with masses of 
foliage the wind 
can cause quite a 
bit of damage 
and hanging from 
a swivel the 
basket will turn 
and ‘sail into the 
wind’. 

I have a total of nine baskets, four hang in a 
group from the branches of a tree by my gate 
from chains thrown over the boughs, where 
they look good.  

Do I have to mention watering? 

 

Derek Tilney 
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Memories . . . . 

One of the pleasures of gardening is being given 
plants or things for your garden by friends – it’s 
so nice when someone admires a plant and, 
instead of saying that you bought it, you can tell 
them it was a gift from visiting a friend’s garden 
and that you have cared for it and cherished it. 
The picture is of the stone bowl which stands in 
the centre of my front lawn. I’m very proud of it. 

Should anyone admire it, I always, and I mean 
always, get the same reaction. I was given my 
stone bowl by the dustbin men.  

I know exactly what they are thinking . . . . They 
are thinking, twenty years ago there was this 
empty house and when no one was looking the 
stone bowl went into the back of the bin lorry 
and ‘We’ll drop it off to old Derek – he always 
looks after us at Christmas’”. 

Well, I’m sure that’s what my visitors think – how 
unkind – in fact the stone bowl WAS given to me 
by the refuse crews. I worked at the refuse depot 
at NWDC for nearly 10 years and organised their 
rounds and generally looked after them and they 
bought me the bowl as a gift when I retired.  

Derek 

 

 

Historic cerebral Olympic trio . . . . 

Whilst searching through ancient Garden Club 
records I found these photographs, taken over 
30 years ago, of three very happy young 
gardeners –  Keith Matthews, Dr Nigel Pickering 
and Louise Williams. The Wiltshire Horticultural 
Society organised a Gardening Quiz for teams 
from Gardening Societies from all over Wiltshire. 
The Question Master was Mr Oliver Melhinick of 
Lackham College of Horticulture. Teams entered 
from all over the county, with about eight teams 
competing for the Reg Missen Memorial Cup. I 

recall that several of the questions involved plant 
botany and also a fair sprinkling of Latin terms, 
and most of the questions were over the heads 
of the audience, but our young team won the 
competition hands down in each of the four 
years Malmesbury took part, 1990, ‘91, ‘92 and, 
the last year the quiz was organised, 1994. 

 

Derek  
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HELP!  Your questions answered by resident expert, Keith 

Please send your queries and problems to: info@malmesburygardenclub.org.uk  
 

 

Q Is it advisable to put crocks or gravel in the bottom of the flower pot before planting? 

A A good question: I have both terracotta pots and plastic. A terracotta pot has generally one hole in the bottom. 
Many years ago these were the only pots available and crocks (broken pieces of pots) were always put in to help 
with drainage. Nowadays plastic pots have a number of holes in the bottom which give better drainage. Saying 
that, I occasionally put crocks in plastic pots (force of habit). Some years ago, when I worked under a head 
gardener, I watched him in the greenhouse going along tapping the terracotta pots with a bone. ‘Strange’, I 
thought. He then told me that, from the sound the pot made, he knew whether the plant needed watering or 
not. Can’t do that with plastic pots! 

Q Can you recommend a climbing plant for a north wall. 

 A Should the wall be a tall one it will probably only get a small amount of the sun’s rays. Saying that, the climbing 
hydrangea, H. petiolaris will be quite at home.  I have looked after many climbing hydrangeas which were up to 
the gutters of large houses so they had been there a long time. H. petiolaris is a woody clinging climber with 
large white lacecap flower heads in summer. It loses its leaves in autumn. Hedera helix (ivy) now has many 
variegated varieties. I have one on an east-facing wall: H. Gloire de Marengo has medium to large leaves with 
beautiful colourings of silver-green and cream. This one would also be good for a north wall, as would H. helix 
variety gold heart. This one was planted with a Pyracantha (firethorn) variety orange glow: the combination of 
the two was perfect – orange berries in the autumn combined amazingly with the yellow-green leaf of the ivy. 
A number of climbing roses would be suitable for a north wall. Here are just a few: Paul’s Himalayan musk,   
rosette shaped pale pink flowers, ht 12m (40ft); Alberic barbier, creamy white flowers, ht 7’5m (25ft); Rambling 
Rosie,  crimson red, ht 2’5m (8ft); Gertrude Jekyll,  bright pink, ht 2’5m (8ft). 

Q I have a number of heathers in the garden. Some have been there a long time. Can I prune them back? 

 A For very old heathers that have become woody, as with lavender, it is best to remove them and replace with 
some new young plants. Many new varieties have been raised over the years with good colours. One thing you 
could do (you might have a sentimental reason for wanting to keep a certain plant) is to bury the long growths 
in the soil, leaving the tips of the heather above ground. It will root itself: give it a year and you can then cut it 
off from the old plant, which you can then remove. Remember to lightly prune heathers after flowering; do not 
cut back into woody growth. 

 

Editor’s postscript . . . . 

If any member wishes to enter the Malmesbury in Bloom Gardening 
Competition, a reminder that entries should be returned to the Town Hall by 
Friday 16 July 2021. There are several classes, including ‘Window boxes, 
hanging baskets and containers’, ‘Courtyard garden, patio and small garden’, 
‘Large garden’, ‘Wildflower area’ and ‘Vegetable patch’. 

Until recently our members were able to enjoy 
discounts on items purchased at Malmesbury 
Garden Centre. The Club discount is currently not 
available while the garden centre undergoes 
changes and building work continues for the new Aldi store. We will let you 
know if we get any further information. 

Alison  

mailto:info@malmesburygardenclub.org.uk

